
Drupal Multi-sites: Simplifying 
Site Creation and Management



Introduction



Introduction

• Work for a non-profit focusing on 
alternative education

• Technology Director



EFFICENT



Introduction

• Drupal for CMS
– Corporate ecommerce site
– Corporate Blog
– 3 Charter Schools
– Intranet



http://www.blueprinteducation.org

http://www.blueprintblog.org

http:// www.hopehighonline.org

http:// www.hopehighschool.org

http:// www.blueprinthighschool.org

http:// intranet.blueprinteducation.org



What is Drupal Multi-site
aka “Multisite” or Single Code Base

A single installation of Drupal core running 
multiple websites



Why Use Multi-site?
One Code Base



Moodle
NOT MULTI-SITE!



Why Use Multi-site?

Shared Modules and Themes



Advantage

Updates on core 
Updates on shared modules
Updates on shared themes 

Done Across All Sites

Deploy new sites quickly 



Disadvantages

• All sites must be 
offline during updates

• Must run update.php 
on all sites while they 
are offline.  

Time Offline

Money

User 
Frustration

???



Steps to Setting Up Multi-site

• Create your database 
• Create Folders Under Sites folder
• Copy default.settings.php
• Change default.settings.php to 

settings.php
• Edit settings.php with database 

information



Database Setup

• Single Database with different prefixes for 
the tables
– hhs_
– hhso_

• Separate database for each site
– Naming conventions

• Users
– Naming conventions



Folder Setup



DNS Setup
cpanel



DNS Setup

Point All Sites to Same IP Address

174.120.6.98
http://www.blueprintblog.org
http:// www.hopehighonline.org
http:// www.hopehighschool.org

http:// www.blueprinthighschool.org
http:// intranet.blueprinteducation.org



Take It to the Next Level

• Drush
– http://drupal.org/project/drush

• Aegir
– http://groups.drupal.org/aegir/overview



Take It to the Next Level

• Domain Access Module
– http://drupal.org/project/domain

• Install Profiles

• Features



Questions / Comments



David Richards

david@daroso.com

www.daroso.com

http://twitter.com/whereduck


