Drupal Multi-sites: Simplifying
Site Creation and Management
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Introduction

* Work for a non-profit focusing on
alternative education
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Introduction

e Drupal for CMS

— Corporate ecommerce site

— Corporate Blog 1y,
— 3 Charter Schools - 4
— Intranet O
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http://www.blueprinteducation.org
http://www.blueprintblog.org
http:// www.hopehighonline.org
http:// www.hopehighschool.org
http:// www.blueprinthighschool.org

http:// Intranet.blueprinteducation.org



What is Drupal Multi-site

aka “Multisite” or Single Code Base

A single installation of Drupal core running
multiple websites



Why Use Multi-site?

One Code Base

Name Size Type Perms
D: cgi-bin 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory 0755
D: files 4 KB hitpd/unic-directory 0755
D; includes 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory 0735
DE misc 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory 0755
D; modules 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory 0755
DE profies 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory 0755
D: scripts 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory 0755
D; sites 4 KB hitpd/unic-directory 0755
DE themes 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory 0755
I:l [= .ftpguota 15 Bytes text/x-generic 0500
I:l .htaccess 412 KB text/x-generic 0544
D[’ﬂﬂ’ cren.php Eﬁf&s application/=x-httpd-php 0544
[l G} | defauthtm 401KB | texthiml 1644
D error_log 51.82 MB textix-generic 0544
FHi index.php application/x-hitpd-php
[Clgws | index.ph gz’fﬁ lication/x-httpd-ph 0644
HI install.php . application/x-hitpd-php
Dﬂﬂ’ install.ph 45.04 KB lication/x-httpd-ph 0544
D'T robots.txt 1.55 KB text/plain 0544
D@T update php 24 36 KB application/=x-httpd-php 0544
5.
DPﬂH’ xmirpe.php =2 application/=x-httpd-php 0544

Bytes
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Why Use Multl-site?

Shared Modules and Themes

N fpublic_html/sites/all/modules ﬁ Home W7 Up One Level 48 Back 5= Forward ' Reload F Select all I_ Unselect all
Mame
#= Collapse all
: DE admin_menu
EIL_’,H’.‘; (/home/whereduc)
" D; advanced_help
H-[A .cpanel
“ htpasswds DE calendar
E-[A .mozilla D:n cck
~.sgmaildata D: date
D; email
“.trazh
" access-logs DE‘ faq
- bin O fiefiel
EH-[H etc DE flag
=L@ ]mail
— DE google_analytics
H-C3 php
&-£3 b public_ftp |:||::.-; imageapi
El-( g Public_html D: imagecache
cgi-bin D: imce
- files
. DE imce_wysiwyg




Advantage

Updates on core
Updates on shared modules
Updates on shared themes

Done Across All Sites

Deploy new sites quickly



Disadvantages

e —

 All sites must be
offline during updates

e Must run update.php
on all sites while they
are offline.

Time Offline
Money

User
Frustration

277



Steps to Setting Up Multi-site

Create your database
Create Folders Under Sites folder
Copy default.settings.php

Change default.settings.php to
settings.php

Edit settings.php with database
iInformation



Database Setup

* Single Database with different prefixes for
the tables

— hhs__
— hhso

o Separate database for each site
— Naming conventions

e Users
— Naming conventions



Folder Setup

Name Size Type
Dﬁ all 4 KB hitpdéunix-directory
Dﬁ blueprintblog.org 4 KB hitpdiunie-directory
Dﬁ default 4 KB hitpdiunic-directory
DE intranet blueprinteducation.org 4 KB hitpdiunix-directory
Dﬁ www . blueprinteducation.org 4 KB httpdiunix-directory
Dﬁ ww v blueprinthighschool.org 4 KB hitpdiunoc-directory
DE www bped.us 4 KB hitpdiunic-directory
Dﬁ www hopehighonline.org 4 KB hitpd/unix-directory
Dﬁ ww'w hopehighschool.org 4 KB hitpdiuni-directory



DNS Setup

cpanel

E Addon Domains

An addon domain alffows you to reach a sub-domain when entering the name of the addon domain into @ browser. This
means that you can host additional domains from your account, if aflowed by your hosting provider. Addon Domains
Subdomains are relative to your account's home directory. The ;ﬁ- icon signifies your home directory which is

_8

Jhome/whereduc.
Modify Add-on Domain

Search Go |

ADDON DOMAINS DocuMENT RoOT USERNAME RED:EEETS ACTIONS
blueprintblog.org xﬁpublic_html blueprintblog rEdiT'zT-:tEd Remove RQL?:EEE%FDH
blueprinthighschoal.org /ﬁpublic_html blueprinthighschool redirrlzjt:ted Remove RglldEiTEac%FDn
hopehighonline.org /ﬁpublic_html hopehighonline redirrlzjtzted Remove RglIdEiTEac%FDn
hopehighschool.arg /ﬁpublic_html hopehighschool redirrlzjczted Remove RQL?:EEE%FDH
intranet.blueprinteducation.arg /ﬁpublic_html intranet redirrlgl[:ted Femove RglIdEiTEacgil:an



DNS Setup

Point All Sites to Same IP Address

174.120.6.98

http://www.blueprintblog.org
http:// www.hopehighonline.org
http:// www hopehlghschool org

http:// WWW.
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Take It to the Next Level

e Drush
— http://drupal.org/project/drush

o Aeqir

— http://groups.drpal.ori/aegir/overvi W
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Take It to the Next Level

« Domain Access Module
— http://drupal.org/project/domain

e |nstall Profiles

e Features
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Questions / Comments
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david@daroso.com

www.daroso.com
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